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From: Brian Costar

To: EedRedistribution - VIC

Subject: Objections to proposed names of two Divisions
Date: Monday, 16 April 2018 2:48:09 PM
Attachments: 16042018142214-0001.pdf

Dear Commissioners,
I would like to lodge objections to the names of two Divisions contained in the proposed Redistribution of
Electoral Boundaries for the State of Victoria (2018).

1. Corangamite--in place of the proposed name of Cox I suggest the Division be named 'Guilfoyle' in
recognition of the late Dame Margaret Guilfoyle, Senator for Victoria (1971-87) and Cabinet Minister.

2. Melbourne Ports--in place of the proposed name of MacNamara | suggest the Division be named 'Child" in
recognition of the late Mrs Joan Child, who was elected as the first female Speaker of the House of
Representatives in 1986.

| submit that the proposed names are in accordance with the Guidelines in relation to the naming of Divisions.
| attach supporting biographical information regarding both women.

| submit these suggestions in my personal capacity and they are not to be taken as the views of Swinburne
University of Technology.

Best wishes,
Prof Brian Costar

From: Brian Costar
Sent: Monday, 16 April 2018 2:22 PM
To: Brian Costar

Subject: Scan Data from |||
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Number of Images: 9
Attachment File Type: PDF
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GUILFOYLE, Dame Margaret Georgina Constance (1926-)
Senator for Victoria, 1971-87 (Liberal Party of Australia)

http://biography.senate.gov.awguilfoyle-margaret-georgina-constance/

Margaret Guilfoyle would have been an unusual candidate for any political party when she stood for
election to the Senate in 1970. Decades before such arrangements became commonplace, flexible
working hours allowed Guilfoyle to combine her career as an accountant with raising her three children.
Her qualifications and experience later boasted Guilfoyle's chances of abtaining a seat in Parliament,
and gave her skills that equipped her to enter the Fraser ministry and eventually Cabinet, while her
status as a working mother proved an irresistible angle for journalists throughout her political career.

Margaret Georgina Constance McCartney was born in Belfast, Northern Ireland in 1926, the second of
three children of former teacher, Elizabeth Jane McCartney, née Ellis, and William McCartney, a civil
servant. The family migrated to Australia in 1928, and settled in Melbourne. Margaret's father died
when she was ten, and her mother faced the difficult task of raising the children without the help of
extended family. The experience showed Margaret the importance of education and careers for
women. She later said that she became aware that 'at any time, a woman must be capable of
independence'. Margaret received her initial education at Fairfield State School and Westgarth Central
Business College. At the age of fifteen she was working as a secretary while continuing her studies at
night, at Taylors Institute of Advanced Studies, and finally at the Royal Melbourne Institute of
Technology, where she studied accountancy.

By 1846 Margaret was a qualified accountant and chartered secretary. A year later she was head
office accountant at Overseas Corporation Australia Ltd, a firm that promoted Australian exporis. She
had the benefit of professicnal qualifications that many young men her age lacked, as they had been
on active service while she had been studying. When they returned, Guilfoyle was not displaced from
her job, as qualified accountants—of either gender-—remained in short supply. On 20 November 1952
she married Stanley Martin Leslie Guilfoyle, an accountant and later company director, and the couple
had three children, two daughters and a son. Although she preferred working for a large company,
moving into private practice gave her more time with her family.

As a young couple the Guilfayles were both active members of the Liberal Party, having joined the
South Camberwell branch together in the 1950s. Margaret Guilfoyle was identified as talented by the
women's section of the party, and encouraged to take various roles within the section, culminating in
chairing the Victorian women's section from 1969 o 1970. She was also a member of the party's
State Executive (1969-70) and Federal Council {(1967-70). Guilfoyle was close to women like vy
Wedgwood, Elizabeth Couchman and Edith Haynes, who had haggled with Robert Menzies over the
formation of the party and remained influential several decades later. Wedgwood mentored Guilfoyle
during her years in the women's section, and when Wedgwood retired from the Senate, Guilfoyle was
encouraged fo replace her. Couchman provided a reference for the preselection.

Guilfoyle won preselection from a field of some twenty candidates. During the preselection interviews
John Jess (MHR La Trobe 1980-72) asked Guilfoyle who would look after her three children if she
became a senator. Her response amounted to a polite reminder that this was none of his business. 'I'm
asking you to make a decision to give me responsibility to be a representative in the Senate and |
would ask that you would accept that | have responsibility to make the decisions regarding my
family'.[1]

Placed second on the Liberal ticket Guilfoyle was elected to the Senate in November 1970, her term
commencing on 1 July 1971, She soon took committee roles that were in line with her own
professional experience, but perhaps at odds with the expected policy interests of a woman at that
time. She was offered the opportunity of joining the Senate Standing Committee on Health and
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Welfare, but Guilfoyle believed that because of her accounting background, she could 'do better' as a
member of the Senate Standing Committee on Finance and Government Operations. She also joined
the Public Accounts Committee and served on estimates committees.

When Guilfoyle made her first speech to the Senate, during the Budget debate on 15 September
1971, her financial expertise was obvious in her discussion of 'disproportionately high infrastructure
costs' borne by the mining industry, but she also ranged well beyond economic matters. She was
troubled by the pressures placed on the environmert through pollution and population growth; and the
greater part of her speech was devoted to the arts. Guilfoyle expressed her 'strongest support' for
increased arts funding, describing the three years since the fermation of the Australia Council for the
Arts as 'an inspiring movement towards an involvement of government in supporting the arts'. She was
disappointed by the deferral of plans for a national film television training school, and declared her
'personal interest in the future development' of an Australian children's film foundation. Guilfoyle would
later become a director of the Australian Children's Television Foundation {1988-2003) and serve on
the board of the Victorian State Opera. Over the next three years Guilfoyle spoke mainly on the
econhomy, but her speeches and numerous questions also canvassed matters such as drug abuse,
higher education, Aboriginal health, the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation, social services,
child care, and the two-airline policy. She gained a reputation as a succinct and clear speaker who was
in control of her material.[2]

[nJune 1974 Opposition Leader Bill Snedden appointed Guilfoyle to the shadow ministry, with
respensibility for the media. When Malcolm Fraser became leader of the Liberals in March 1975 he
had Guilfoyle's support, and she was appointed shadow minister for education. Joan Kirner, a future
Victorian ALP premier, and at that time president of the Australian Council of State Schools
Organisations, described Guilfoyle as the 'architect’ of the Coalition's education policy. Kirner gave
credit to Guilfoyle for her 'competent guidance' of two key elements of Coalition school policy: the
promotion of equal opportunity, and community participation in schools. Guilfoyle described 1975 as
her hardest year: in a politically volatile period she had the assistance of just one staff member.
Between June and October of that year the Whitlam Government suffered a severe defeat in a
by-election for the Tasmanian seat of Bass; several senior ministers were sacked or resigned; and the
government's reputation was tarnished by the Khemlani loans affair. By October the Liberal leadership
had decided to block supply and force the Whitlarm Government to an early election. Guilfoyle
supported this approach.

The deadlock in the Senate continued until 11 November 1975 when the Governor-General, Sir John
Kerr, dismissed the Whitlam Government. Malcolm Fraser was appointed caretaker Prime Minister,
untit a general election was held on 13 December 1975, Guilfoyle served as Minister for Education in
the caretaker government. Following an emphatic Coalition election victory Fraser appointed Guilfoyle
to the outer ministry as Minister for Sccial Security, replacing Don Chipp, who was dropped from the
ministry, The Fraser Government moved immediately to reduce the role of government and embarked
on an anti-inflation drive.

As a major expenditure area, the Sccial Security portfolio was a central battle ground in the early
years of the Coalition ministry. In the first few months of the new government Guilfoyle tightened
unemployment benefits and indefinitely postponed the Whitlam Government's promise to abolish the
means test on pensions for all people aged sixty-nine and over. She also questioned the growing
number of women receiving the supporting mother's benefit. Those who feared more substantial cuts
to social security had underestimated two factors: Fraser's support for largely shielding social security
from cuts where possible, and Guilfoyle's persenal understanding of the human impact of her portfolio.
The Fraser Government's reforms to child endowment were the most significant since those of the
Menzies Government extended it to first-born chifdren in 1948. Under Guilfoyle tax rebates were
removed for dependent children and the cash amount paid to parents was increased. Renamed family
allowance, it was paid directly to mothers. The changes provided a greater benefit for low income
families and answered critics who argued that child endowment had not kept up with inflation. Guilfoyle
was not the initiator of the family allowance policy, the idea coming from Fraser's advisers, but she
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insisted that if family allowances were to be introduced, they had to be made permanent. Fraser
agreed, and in 1979 he supported Guilfoyle in resisting great pressure from government backbenchers
and Cabinet ministers to means test family allowances.

Guilfoyle was also appointed Minister Assisting the Prime Minister in Child Care Matters, a position
she held until June 1978, when it became part of her Social Security portfolio. In this role she delivered
the Coalition's promise to abolish the Whitlam Government's Children's Commission and replace it with
the Office of Child Care. With assistance from Marie Coleman, who headed the Office of Child Care,
Guifoyle established the role of the Commonwealth in day care and out of school hours care. In March
1976 Guilfoyle was able to announce 144 new child care projects, which also included funding for
preschootls to expand their activities. This marked the start of the growth of the modern child care
industry beyond the minimal framework previously provided by the not-for-profit sector, which was
struggling to keep up with the demands of increasing numbers of working mothers. Guilfoyle and
Coleman also laid the groundwork for Commonwealth funding of youth refuges and set the pattern for
Commonwealth support of Indigenous children and their families, including through the Aboeriginal Child
Care Agencies.[3]

Guilfoyle had no interest in taking the role of Minister for Women's Affairs, which continued to be held
by male ministers during her years in the ministry. Yet Guilfoyle's gender was continually referenced by
the media. When she was appointed to the Joint Prices Committee, Melbourne's Herald newspaper
described her as 'a housewife with a big say on prices'. The Sydney Morning Herald, upon her
appointment as shadow minister for education, described her as 'A mother with political ambitions',
She was also regularly described as the 'iron butterfly' and compared to Margaret Thatcher, Guilfoyle
did not welcome such comments, remarking that 'the image of a hard woman bothers me' and pointing
out that in her sensitive Social Security portfolio it was necessary 'to try at all times to be fair and
reasonable’. Women were still rare in the federal Parliament despite the huge numbers of women who
joined the paid workforce in the 1970s. After the 1975 election the ALP and the Liberals each had
three women in the Parliament. Women who sought preselection from the Liberal Party were inevitably
compared to Guilfoyle, who had set a formidable standard. 'She did it so extremely well', said Dame
Beryl Beaurepaire, 'l think she made it rather hard for others because they would think that they would
have to be as good as Margaret Guilfoyle'.[4]

A Cabinet reshuffle in July 1978 saw Guilfoyle promoted to Cabinet while retaining Social Security. She
became the first woman to hold a federal Cabinet position and have responsibility for a portfolio. Her
role in Cabinet increased her authority as she quickly became an influential member. David Kemp, who
served as a senior adviser to Prime Minister Fraser and was a later a member of the Howard Cabinet,
recalled:

GE€ She had a tremendous gift of making a strong political point very simply. She would be able to
convince the Cabinet what would fly and what wouldn't, what they could get away with and
what they couldn't, and what debate would be really tough to them if they wanted fo take it
on.[5]

Some of Guilfoyle's most trenchant battles were with the Treasurer, Phillip Lynch. The two clashed
repeatedly over Lynch's demands for social security cuts and Guilfoyle's refusal to give in. In 1977
Lynch reportedly complained to Fraser that Guilfoyle was the only minister who had refused to identify
departmental spending areas that could be cut. That year Guilfoyle had held firm on a variety of
suggestions from Lynch that would have involved cuts to her depariment. Years later Guilfoyle recalled
that she had been described by Lynch as 'unhelpful’, a description also given to her in a newspaper
headline:

L& perhaps the nicest headline | ever had during my time [as a minister] was the one in a Sydney
paper that said, ‘Minister Unhelpful'—unheipful in cufting the programs that coherently gave
income securily to miilions of people ... and maybe unhelpful in trying to persuade other
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ministers that there were essential matters that needed to be built upon and not destroyed
from time to time.[6]

Following the 1977 election Guilfoyle argued that to simply maintain current social security programs
meant increased expenditure and, in 1879, after negotiations with Fraser and Lynch's successor as
Treasurer, John Howard, she eventually obtained a sizeable increase in the social security budget.
Guilfoyle's success in these bhattles was partly due to her meticuleus preparation, a habit noted by
many of her contemporaries. She ensured she was well briefed in any argument, and was conscious
she had to fight hard—and with logic and evidence-—to prevail over her colleagues. Senior public
servants noted Guilfoyle's excellent working relationships with her public servants, and how she gave
them full credit for their work: 'As a result, and as well as the fact that she was interested in the fine
detail of their briefing, the public service put in the extra to prepare her extremely well'.

[n 1980 Guilfoyle was appointed Dame Commander of the Order of the British Empire and following
that year's election Fraser moved her to the Finance pertfolio. Having spent five years defending her
portfolio from cuts, she was now charged with looking for savings. From around the time of the 1880
election, the Fraser Government faced growing pressure from backbenchers and commentators to cut
public spending and streamline government departments. Fraser agreed to establish a Review of
Commenwealth Functions Committee, to identify activities that could be phased out or moved to the
private sector. Known as the 'Razor Gang', the committee was chaired by Deputy Liberal Party leader
Phillip Lynch and its membership included Guilfoyle and John Howard. The Social Security portfolio
was exempt from its terms of reference, although by October 1881 the Committee had identified
hundreds of functions that could he reduced or moved from government, and Lynch claimed that three-
quarters of these recommendations had been implemented.

At the end of 1981 Guilfoyle took on a greater role in budget preparations. Fraser charged her with
interviewing all ministers on their budget submissions, a role formerly undertaken by the Expenditure
Review Committee (ERC), a panel of five ministers chaired by Howard. Under the new arrangement,
minisiers would liaise with the ERC only when they could not reach agreement with Guilfoyle.[7]

The Fraser Government was defeated at the slection of 5 March 1983, when the ALP, led by Bob
Hawke, won a twenty-five seat majority in the House of Representatives. Fraser resigned as Liberal
leader and was succeeded by Andrew Peacock. Guilfoyle served in Peacock's shadow cabinet, with
responsibility for taxation and finance, from April 1983 until the election of Decernber 1884. After the
election, in which the Hawke Government retained office, Guilfoyle requested not to be included in the
new shadow ministry. She retired from the Senate in June 1987.

After leaving Parliament Guilfoyle completed a law course at the Australian Naticnal University. From
1995 until 2001 she was chair of the Judicial Remuneration Tribunal. Guilfoyle also took on a number
of board appointments in the health and welfare sector, including as deputy chair of the Mental Health
Research Institute (1988-~2001) and the Infertility Treatment Authority (1596-2002), and president of
the Royal Melbourne Hospital Board of Management (1893-95). She was a member of the National
tnguiry into the Human Rights of People with Mental liiness (1990-83). Guilfoyle was a patron of the
Women's Forum, which spearheaded the party's successful effort to see more Liberal women elected
to the federal Parliament. She was appointed a Companion of the Order of Australia in 2005 for
‘significant contributions to public life in Australia in support of hospital and health administration, social
justice and education, to young people as a role model, and to the Australian Parliament'.

The greater part of Guilfoyle's political career spanned the 1970s, when the role of women in
Australian society underwent massive change. As the Daily Telegraph noted, Guilfoyle was 'a perfect
example of a llberated woman'. Yet she had avoided becoming a spokesperson for women, helieving
in the importance of individualism and preferring to let her own performance speak for itself. In 1975
she told the Sydney Morning Herald,

EE& am notamember of the women's movement but | believe there are a lot of intelligent,
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articulate women who are giving their own time to get opportunities for other women. | have
not been an activist for them because | rather feel | have been exfremely busy doing my own
thing. It's a channelling of energy. | give my time fo a variety of political organisations.[8]

Claiming there was nothing different about women in politics, Guilfoyle never complained of
discrimination or unfair treatment due fo her gender. Equally, she was not prominent in the debates on
equal opportunity and abortion that emerged in the Liberal Party during the Fraser years,

Guilfoyle's former chief of staff, Rod Kemp {later a Senator for Victoria), described her as an astute
judge of people who was able to deal with individuals on their own terms. This made her a formidable
Cabinet minister when jousting with her colleagues, but it also translated into personal warmth that won
her a rare degree of popularity in the rank and file membership of the Liberal Party and in the broader
community. According to ALP Senator Robert Ray: 'She had ability and reliability, and didn't play
outside her zone of ability, which was considerable'. Ray also described Guilfoyle as 'very unruffled’,
and said it was 'hard to get under her skin'. He was impressed by Guilfoyle's capacity to remain calm,
whatever the circumstances, and recalled one evening in the late 1970s, when Guilfoyle suddenly
choked on a fishbone during dinner at Parliament House and began to turn blue. Senator Glen Sheil a
former GP, quickly intervened and removed the bone. With her breath recovered, Guilfoyle resumed
her seat at the table, thanked Sheil, and resumed her meal and conversation as if nothing had
happened.

Guilfoyle was well-suited to the Senate: she was agile in debate and committees but was not a
practitioner of the kind of adversarial politics that is more usually found in the House of
Representatives. Professional and determined, Guilfoyle's reputation was that of a highly capable
administrator, rather than a reformer, As Guilfoyle said of herself. 'Maybe 1 feel more administrative
than inncvative and maybe this does typify me'. Yet she did begin the first significant development of
the childcare sector in Australia and oversaw the introduction of family allowances. She also had great
influence on successive federal budgets during the Fraser years. According to Malcolm Fraser,
Guilfoyle 'contributed significantly to cabinet debates. She could be totally relied on and she could think
for herself. She wasn't a captive to the bureaucracy'. As the first woman in Australian politics to reach
Cabinet rank as a minister, Guilfoyle's performance set a standard of achievement for other women to
follow.[9]

Margaret Fitzherbert

[1] Margaret Fitzherbert, So Many Firsts: Liberal Women From Enid Lyons fo the Turnbull Era, The
Federation Press, Syd., 2009, p. 73; Recording of interview of Dame Margaret Guilfoyle by Barry
York, 30 Sept—1 Oct, 2009, POHP (access restricted).

[2] Daily Telegraph (Syd.), 27 July 1973, p. 19; CPD, 15 Sept. 1971, pp. 747-53,
[3] Media Release, Senator the Hon. Margaret Guilfoyle, 8 March 1976,

[4] Age (Melb.), 20 Dec. 1875, p. 4; Herald (Melb.), 31 May 1973, p. 26; SMH, 10 April 1975, p. 14;
The Bulletin (Syd.}, 24 Jan. 19786, p. 10; Sun-Herald (Syd.), 27 March 1977, p. 2; Australian (Syd.),
31 Dec. 1979, p. 1, Advertiser (Adel.), 4 April 1979, p. 4; Fitzherbert, So Many Firsts, p. 6.

(5] Fitzherbert, So Many Firsts, p. 88.

[8] Margaret Guilfoyle and Susan Ryan, 'The Trailblazers: The First Women in Cabinet', Australian
Womenspeak Conference, Canberra, 31 March 2003, published in Papers on Parfiament, No. 41,
June 2004, pp. 1-4.
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[7] SMH, 30 Sept. 1978, p.10; Weekend Australian {Syd.), 3-4 May 1980, p. 1; SMH, 1 June 1979,

p. 7, Russell Schneider, War Without Blood: Malcolm Fraser in Power, A&R, Syd., 1980, pp. 151-4;
Brian Buckley, Lynched. The Life of Sir Phillip Lynch, Salzburg Publishing, Toorak, Vic., 1991, p. 186;
Fitzherbert, So Many Firsts, p. 103.

18] Daily Telegraph (Syd.), 27 July 1973, p. 19; SMH, 10 April 1975, p. 14,

[9] Author interview with Robert Ray; The Bulletin (Syd.), 15 March 1875, p. 20; Malcolm Fraser and
Margaret Simons, Malcolm Fraser: The Folitical Memoirs, The Miegunyah Press, Carlton, Vic., 2010,
p. 602.

® Commonwealth of Australia 2014 - 2018.
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Obituaries Australia

Child, Gloria Joan (1921--2013)
by Harriet Veitch
from Sydney Morning Herald

in the late 1960s, Joan Child was a young widow in Melbourne with five sons, irying to raise them on a pension, It
wasn't easy and she worked in a factory, in shops, as a cleaner and as a hospital cook.

In 1874, she was elecied as the first female ALP member of the federal House of Representatives. In 1986, Child
was elected as Australia's first femate speaker of the House. It was big news — a woman was speaker, Could she
possibly keep ordes? Did she know what the role entailed? Would she wear a robe and wig?

Yes, she did keep order, yes, she knew what the role entailed but no, she wouldn't wear the wig — it would sguash
her hairdo.

At various times Child had members ejected and she was occasionally accused of bias — par for the course, of
course — but she dismissed that with, "When your team is losing, the umpire aften gets the blame,”

She refired as speaker in 1889, realising that, after a car accident the year before that had crushed her ribs, she
could ne longer werk the hours required. She stayed representing her seat of Henty until if was abolished the
following year,

Joan Child, 1986

Gloria Joan Liles Olle was born in August 3, 1921, in Yackandandah, Victoria, daughter of Warren Olle — a
conservative postmaster who gdidn't approve of the ALP — and his wife, Hilda (nee Seedsman). She weni to National Libsazy of Australia, 25954085
Camberwell Girls Grammar Schoal.

She didn't talk much about her masried life but hez husband was Hal Child, the manager of a firmin Tasmania, until the middle of the 1960s when he suddenly died of a
heart atlack, leaving her with five boys, aged sevento 17, and £57 in the bank. The widow's pension was small, less than $20 a week, and allowed her to earn only
about $8 a week mare, which was inadequate for five growing boys, even when her father invited her o bring them to live af his place,

She took what work she could and she started thinking about politics because she had always been interested in helping pecple.

When the boys had left school, she started working for Dr Jim Cairns, at first as a campaign volunteer and later as a liaison officer. In 1972, she stood for Padiament
in Henty and lost by only a few hundred votes,

in 1974, she started campaigning again for Henty. Despite ali the press about being a woman, and loving the garden and being so nicely dressed, and being a
grangmother, she refused o be photographed doing housework, saying “I'm not standing as a housewife, I'm a member of the ALP." This time she won, beating the
then Liberal Party whip Max Fox.

in Padiament, she wasn't just about women, as many people had expected. She stood up for the eldedy ("They are angry about broken [government) promises'), the
unemployed ("If's a major issue nationally") and ordinary workers (“The cast of living is crippling the average wage earner").

Then came 1975 and the election that toppled Gough Whitlam. Child lost her seat but was ceriain she would be back, "l feel the people of Henty had a sfight mental
aberration. | wouldn't mind betting that quite a few regret it.” She was right oo, she was re-elected in 1980.

In 1984, she was elected as a deputy speaker and chairman of committees.

After leaving Parliament, Child refused to just sit around and read detective novels (a favourite pastime). She was an adviser in public and goverament relations and a
long-time patron of the Epiteptic Society,

In 1999, she was appeinted an Officer of the Order of Australia. She was awarded the Centenary Medal in 2001, pamed as a Paul Harss fellow with Rotary, and
awarded a 40-year badge with the ALP.

Joan Child is survived by her sons Peter, Andrew, Geoff, Gary and Roger and their families,

There will be a state funeral at the religious centre at Monash University in Melbourne on March 5,

Qriginal publication
» Sydney Morning Herald, 1 March 2033

Other Obituaries for Gloria Joan Child
w culogy, state funeral for Jean Child, 5 March 2013, by Julia Gillard

Additional Resources
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ANALYSIS

A toast to Joan Child and the fight for equality

The Drum By Julia Baird
Updated Wed 27 Feb 2013, 6:25pm

In an era in which women were routinely dismissed as hapless - LABOR'S WOMAN MP FLIES BANNER FOR Py
housewives, Joan Child refused to be seen as an aproned anomaly. :
Julia Baird looks at how far society has come since the former speaker
raised her glass to equality, and how far we still have to go.

In May 1974, in the suburbs of Victoria, Joan Child, a cleaner, factory worker
and mother of five, was at home celebrating her election to federal Parliament
as the member for Henty.

The phone irifled for hours as people rushed to congratulate Child for
becoming the first female Labor member of the Mouse of Representatives. It
was just two years after the explosive victory of Gough Whitlam had ended a
quarier-century of conservative rule, and Child was delirious with triumph,

When Fairfax newspapers rang and asked if they could send a journalist and
a photographer to capture the historic moment, she readily agreed.

But when the photographer asked her to pose pegging her washing on the
line or scrubbing the dishes, she fiatly refused. Instead, she stood with a
glass of champagne in her hand in front of the clothesiine and beamed: a
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white sheet with the words "Great Going Gough” was draped over it. ) e e ey o]
PHOTO: This week, the wemen of the Labor Party

Child's defiance was significant. She would not succumb to the trick many f;"d'y ’ei’egq"bemd Joan Child, who has just died at
the age of 91.

women MPs before her had fallen for - like Senator Darothy Tangney, who
was snapped pulling a reast out of the oven, or Tasmanian MP Mabel Miller,
who was pictured mixing a salad the day after her election.

Child had a lifetime of paid and unpaid housework behind her - she was eager to prove now that she was a capable
politician, not an aproned anomaly.

This week, the women of the Labor Party fondly remembered Child, who has just died at the age of 91, The woman who
became the first female speaker of the House of Representatives had been an inspiration and a role model, said Prime
Minister Julia Gillard, referring o her "remarkable gifts of common sense, good humour and persistence against the odds”,

The woman currently occupying Child's old chair, Anna Burke, said Child had called her on the day she became the second
woman to be appointed speaker of the Lower House, and tald her to "hang tough ... just be yourself and don't give them an
inch®,

Joan Child was tough: a determined politician who had been widowed at 42 and worked as a cleaner to support her family
and finance her political campaign. She was a consistently strong voice for women and the disadvantaged. And, cruciatly,
she was also first among the group of women the press then dubbed the "Housewife Superstars” of the Australian
Parliament, who spent many years fighting sexist, patronising attitudes towards women MPs in the media.

Joan Child was a champion of women determined to be photographed, interviewed and portrayed in the same way men
were! not as hapless housewives who somehow stumbied or fluked their way into the hard, foreign world of male politics, but
as women who belonged in Parliament.

In the 1920s to 1980s, female MPs were often forced to assure reporters that they would still get home in time 1o cook the tea
in order to placate anxieties about the immense social dislocation that was feared would follow a woman walking out her front
door and into the public sphere.

When Australia's first woman MP Edith Cowan was elected to West Australian Parliament in 1921, for example, the Age
welcomed it but cautioned against the start of a trend: "Were polifical office to become the latest craze of fashion, there would
be many dreary and neglected homes throughout the country sacrificed on the altar of political ambition."
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From federation to 1972, only 42 women were elected to state or federal parliaments. In 1972, a record number of women ran
for Parliament and won 16 seats - 2.2 per cent of the total, which was heralded as a remarkable achievement. After this,
Child spoke frequently to women's groups, telling them to fight back against clichés and demeaning labels, and resist the
idea that the state of their kitchens represented the state of their minds, or the country.

The title housewife was then usually used as a term of diminution, implying that women who did housework were simple,
ill-informed and ignorant. Headlines cried "Housewife takes to politics!" One journalist, in an article headed "Grandmother
MP is as popular as ever”, wrote that, "It is easy to misread Joan Child by thinking her naive and housewifely."

Hence the pushback. It was not long before other women's refusal to comply with photographers became the hook for stories
about female politicians asserting themselves. Jeanette McHugh was snapped on the phone instead of her kitchen, Susan
Ryan laughed when asked to pose with a vacuum cleaner, and former NSW Labor minister Janice Crosio declined requests
to pose with curlers in her hair, cooking bacon and eggs for her husband for breakfast or cooking his dinner.

By the 1980s, most women viewed photos of female MPs doing housework as embarrassingly anachronistic - unless they
were for the niche audience of women's magazines. Some cliches refuse to die though; when Carmen Lawrence was elected
premier of WA in 1990, instead of using a fresh photo, the Australian dug out a file photo to accompany the front page story
of Lawrence standing clutching her handbag in a housing estate kitchen. The caption read, "Dr Lawrence can stand the
heat."

When Julia Gillard was opposition spokeswoman for health, she was asked without warning to come to a kitchen on a talk
show set after an interview and whip up some gnocchi: it was a flop. And we are all now familiar with the national tragedy her
empty fruit bowl was deemed to be: a cautionary tale for all workingwomen, apparently, even those without children.

We have not stopped asking female MPs about coping, balancing, juggling and managing today. We don't ask them much to
pose in front of ovens any more: instead, ridiculously, we suggest they greedily "want it all". For shrugging off the nonsense,
Joan Child, and instead raising your glass to the feats of the women around you, we salute you.

Julia Baird is the presenter on The Drum this month, and is the author of Media Tarts: How the Australian Press Frames
Female Politicians. You can find on her Twitter @bairdjulia. View her full profile here.

Topics: federal-parliament, discrimination, women

First posted Wed 27 Feb 2013, 4:28pm

omments (75)

Com ts for this story are closed.

Patricia:

27 Feb 2013 5:02:

Absolutely agree. Joan was a gutsy, even remarkable woman and | salute her stand against being stereotyped.

| wish there were more like her.

Alert moderator

Alpo:

27 Feb 2013 5:05:52pm

The old slowly and humbly ruminating "housewives" have now
"witches"?). From contempt to odium, from laughter to fear. The lon
give up my sisters, you are not alone!

ome the nasty agressive "bitches" (or is it
nd winding way up is hard, but walkable... don't

Alert moderator
Oki:

27 Feb 2013 5:09:23pm

Right up Tony Abbott's alley. Have them doing the dishes or cleaning nappies, That is Abbott's ideal.
make it look good for all women, as he is concerned about them having little exposier against his Grand P
is totally Negative.

. The man

Alert moderator
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