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Dear Committee Members,

Comments on Suggestions from the Liberal Party of Australia (Victorian Division)

The Liberal Party of Australia (Victorian Division) welcomes the opportunity to provide comments on suggestions
received by the Redistribution Committee for Victoria regarding the proposed redistribution of Federal Electorate
boundaries in Victoria.

Please find enclosed the written comments on public suggestions from the Liberal Party of Australia (Victorian Division).

The Liberal Party is able to provide additional information should your committee consider it necessary.

Yours sincerely,

Nick Demiris
State Director
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Comments on Suggestions
Victorian Federal Redistribution

Division Names

A number of suggestions to the Redistribution Committee for Victoria considered the renaming of divisions. In our
suggestion to the Committee, the Liberal Party of Australia (Victorian Division) chose not to make such suggestions
and limited our submissions to matters concerning the alignment of electoral boundaries. As these matters have now
been raised by numerous interested parties, it is appropriate to comment on them.

A significant number of submissions advocated for the renaming of the division of Melbourne Ports to Monash. The
Liberal Party suggests that the Redistribution Committee give strong consideration to these persuasive submissions. Sir
John Monash is regarded by many as one of the greatest Australians to ever live. Given his strong links to the division
such as his birth in Dudley Street in West Melbourne and burial in Brighton General Cemetery (both of which were in
Melbourne Ports before previous redistributions), his involvement and design of the Shrine of Remembrance and his
design of the Princes Bridge, it is appropriate that Melbourne Ports should be renamed Monash.

In our suggestion to the Redistribution Committee, the Liberal Party proposed that the division of Murray be abolished
and reconstituted in the outer north-western metropolitan suburbs of Melbourne, covering the northern part of the
City of Hume. For the avoidance of doubt, we do not suggest this reconstituted division be named Murray. Rather, we
suggest that this division or the newly created division in Bacchus Marsh and Melton should be named Fraser in honour
of former Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser, who is the only deceased former Prime Minister to not have a division named
in his honour.

Gippsland and McMillan

In our suggestion to Redistribution Committee, we submitted that the boundary between Gippsland and McMillan remain
unchanged. While our suggestion had both Gippsland and McMillan meeting current and projected enrolment criteria,
Gippsland was at the low end and McMillan was at the high end of the permitted projected population.

After reviewing other suggestions in relation to the Gippsland and McMillan boundary, if it were the view of the Committee
that the populations of Gippsland should increase and McMillan (per the Liberal Party’s suggested boundaries) should
decrease, we would urge the Committee to consider the boundaries suggested by Charles Richardson or, alternatively,
the Nationals.

Per Charles Richardson’s suggestion - the city of Moe would be transferred to Gippsland (where it has shared communities
of interest with other La Trobe Valley cities of Morwell and Traralgon) and the Churchill area would be transferred to
McMillan (where it fits well with Mirboo North and other South Gippsland towns). This would be a transfer of current
population 12,435 and projected population 12,400 from McMillan to Gippsland and a transfer of current population
8,490 and projected population 8,444 from Gippsland to McMillan.
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Corangamite and Wannon

One concern raised in a number of suggestions was how to appropriately increase the population of the division of
Wannon to within the required quota, whilst also reducing the population of the division of Corangamite. There was
disagreement between the suggestions received by the Redistribution Committee as to how to do so. Suggestions ranged
from those which advocated that Wannon be extended into southern parts of Mallee with Mallee extending further east
and the Golden Plains LGA being reunited within the division of Ballarat, to those which argued that the Colac Otway
Shire should be transferred from Corangamite into Wannon.

Similar suggestions which advocated for the transfer of the Colac Otway Shire into Wannon were made at the time of the
last Victorian federal redistribution in 2010. At the time, the Redistribution Committee correctly rejected these arguments.
As there has been no change in the communities of interest in the division of Corangamite to warrant removing either
part of or the entire Colac Otway LGA from the division, it is appropriate and consistent that the Committee should
again reject these suggestions.

There are significant communities of interest between communities in the Colac Otway Shire and the greater Geelong
area which would be divided if Colac Otway Shire was to be moved into Wannon. The direct transport links forged by
the soon to be duplicated Princes Highway between Colac and Geelong and V/Line train services are integral to the key
economic and social connections between the population centres of Colac and Geelong. These include the crucial links
between Barwon Health and Colac Area Health which provide specialist healthcare to the regional areas of Corangamite,
and the significant number of students from the region who undertake tertiary studies in Geelong. If Colac Otway Shire
was moved into Wannon then significant communities of interest along the Great Ocean Road such as between Apollo
Bay, Skenes Creek, Kennett River, Wye River, Separation Creek, Lorne, Aireys Inlet and Torquay would be also divided.
These communities, joined by the Great Ocean Road, share significant ties highlighted by their united response to the
December 2015 bushfires in Separation Creek and Wye River.

The suggestions which advocated for an eastern movement of the Wannon / Corangamite boundary failed to recognise
that doing so would fundamentally alter the character of this division. The division of Corangamite includes extensive
farming and agricultural businesses which extend from the division of Corangamite’s western boundary, eastwards,
through to Winchelsea, Inverleigh, Deans Marsh and parts of the Birregurra locality which are located in the Surf Coast
Shire LGA. With the City of Colac being a key economic and social centre of agriculture for the division of Corangamite,
there are very significant communities of interest between the farming communities of the Colac Otway Shire LGA and
the Surf Coast Shire LGA.

The current division of Corangamite covers the outer suburbs of Geelong, the Surf Coast Shire LGA, the Colac Otway
Shire LGA, the Borough of Queenscliffe and some of the Golden Plains Shire LGA. Suggestions which advocated moving
the Colac Otway Shire LGA into Wannon generally also sought to reunite the Golden Plains Shire LGA area within the
division of Corangamite. Such suggestions would result in significant changes to the character of the division from being
an east-west division which includes a large part of the Great Ocean Road and one of Australia’s most iconic coastlines
to being a north-south division which covers from the southern suburbs of Ballarat, the southern and eastern suburbs
of Geelong as well as a significantly reduced portion of the coastline. Given the cultural, historic and social significance
of the division of Corangamite’s coastline and its many inter-linked coastal and farming communities, incorporating the
southern suburbs of Ballarat and townships with close social, economic and historic ties to Ballarat within the division
of Corangamite undermines the strong communities of interest which currently exist in the division, and is a comparably
weak option for the Redistribution Committee to adopt.
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