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Good afternoon,
On behalf of Cr Joe McCracken, Mayor of the Colac Otway Shire Council, please find attached a
submission into the proposed Victorian federal election boundary review.
Regards,
Tamzin

Tamzin McLennan
Communications Coordinator
Phone: 
Mobile: 
Fax: 
Email: 
Website: www.colacotway.vic.gov.au
"Please consider the environment before printing this email.”











 

 
 
 
2B) Train 
Colac Otway has been extremely successful in lobbying for extra train services. In the last state budget 
$100 million was allocated to track upgrades which will directly benefit Colac Otway. This has been a 
result of hard campaigning and advocacy. The whole purpose of the track upgrades was to ensure that 
more people could have greater access to facilities and services in the Geelong and Melbourne region.  
The purpose of this was not to ensure our populations can get to Warrnambool or Hamilton on time. 
There is little demand for any train services of this nature.  
 
Many of our aged residents cannot drive, and they use train services to attend medical appointments in 
Geelong or Melbourne. Many of our students use the train system to attend university whilst living at 
home. Many of our resident’s travel to Geelong to socialise, shop and conduct business.  
It is absolutely clear that our train links are with Geelong and by extension, the Corangamite electorate. 
 
2C) Air 
Although Colac Otway only has two relatively small municipal airstrips, it is the regional approach which 
most greatly benefits Colac Otway. The introduction of Avalon airport at Little River near Geelong has 
greatly opened up the tourism potential for our shire. This allows tourists much easier access to our 
region, and also allows residents in Colac Otway much quicker and easier flight options to travel 
interstate. The Avalon airport continues to be an economic driver for the region, and its impact will only 
become larger as the population continues to grow in the region.  
Although Avalon airport is not in Corangamite, it does demonstrate that Colac Otway has an interest in 
the airport that is within the greater Geelong region, and as the federal electorate of Corangamite takes in 
a significant element of the Geelong region, our interests are aligned quite strongly. 
 
3: Physical features 
Although Lake Corangamite isn’t within the federal electorate of Corangamite, its shores form part of the 
boundary of the north-west section of the electorate. This is a similar scenario for Colac Otway Shire.  
Removing Colac Otway Shire from the federal electorate of Corangamite effectively removes the 
physical, tangible connection that the federal electorate of Corangamite has with its original federation 
name.  
It would be completely odd for the federal seat of Mallee to have no connection with the Mallee district. 
Similarly, it would be quite strange for the federal seat of Gippsland to have absolutely no connection with 
the land it was named after. This too is the same case for Corangamite – if boundaries are changed and 
exclude the shores of Lake Corangamite, this would completely defeat the purpose of naming the 
electorate ‘Corangamite’. 
In fact, the committee should give consideration to having Lake Corangamite being included within 
electoral boundaries of the federal electorate of Corangamite. This would have minimal impact on the 
population of the electorate, but it would pay homage to the fact that a federation seat such as 
Corangamite is true to original geography and history. 
  



 

 
 
 
4. Existing boundaries  
The existing boundaries of the Colac Otway Shire reside completely within the federal electorate of 
Corangamite. This is an ideal situation, because it allows one federal member to be entirely responsible 
the Colac Otway Shire area in the federal parliament. This is a positive because it means that Colac 
Otway has one single point of contact for a member in the House of Representatives, meaning that 
communication channels are clear, simple and unambiguous. 
 
It also means that if a constituent did have an issue they wished to raise with their federal member, the 
trip to Waurn Ponds is under an hour and is most likely to reduce even further once the duplication works 
on the Princes Highway are complete.  
 
If Colac Otway Shire were shifted into another electorate, namely the federal electorate of Wannon, it can 
take up to 80-90 minutes travel time to Warrnambool, and even longer to reach Hamilton. Warrnambool 
and Hamilton are the two electorate offices that exist in the Wannon electorate. This would place the 
residents of Colac Otway Shire at a disadvantage because it limits the accessibility to our democratically 
elected representative.  
 
Comments on other submissions 
I won’t comment on any of the submissions directly, as local government is neutral on party political 
matters. However, I make the following comments as general statements relating to all submissions. 

• It would cause great difficulty if Colac Otway Shire is split between two separate federal 
electorates. It is vitally important that as a shire community, we remain together in one electorate, 
that being the Corangamite electorate. 

• Colac’s economic growth is geared towards the Geelong region. Although we may have some 
interests that are west of Colac Otway, the majority of our economic growth will be from the 
Geelong region. Staying in Corangamite is a recognition of this fact. 

• It is clear that Colac Otway’s community of interest overwhelmingly aligns with remaining in the 
federal electorate of Corangamite, on the grounds of economy, population and social interests. 

• The soon to be completed duplication of the Princes Highway will lead to an increase in 
population within the Colac Otway Shire. We can expect steady growth in the future, and this will 
counter-balance the growth in other parts of the Corangamite electorate.  

• Submissions should give consideration to creating a new seat within the Geelong region. This 
new seat would be needed to take into account of the population growth around the greater 
Geelong region, including Lara, Armstrong Creek, Fyansford, North Geelong and the Bellarine 
Peninsula.  

• The Great Ocean Road plays a pivotal role not just in Colac Otway, but within the entire Geelong 
region. Apart from being a tourism drawcard, it is also a great historical memorial that has a 
special place in Australia’s history. It is important to keep the great ocean road link alive by 
ensuring that the majority of it stays in Corangamite. 

  






