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UNDER PRESSURE: Adelaide’s Kate Ellis with Labor leader Bill Shorten. Ms Ellis remains
popular but Malcelm Turnbull is proving better at attracting voters than Tony Abbott.

Bill divisive
says Latham

POLITICAL  commentator
and former Labor leader Mark
Latham has delivered a searing
assessment of Bill Shorten,
claiming he wants to subdivide

the nation on the basis of race,

gender and sexuality.

In a column in today’s Ad-
vertiser, Mr Latham writes:
“We are becoming a nation*of
identity-obsessed  enclaves,
losing the spirit and shared
bonds of community.”
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REAL: The Liberal party
attack advertisement.

THE Liberal Party is standing
by its “real tradie” in the face of
an online backlash and ridicule
for its latest election campaign
advertisement.

The 30-second ad features
“A. MacRae”, a tradie dressed
in khakis and a hi-visibility
vest sitting next to a saw out-
side a building site, who says
Labor has declared war on
banks, mining and Blue-collar
waorkers.

“Let me get this right, Mr
Shorten wants to go to war

PAUL STARICK
CHIEF REPORTER

HIGH-PROFILE Labor front-
bencher Kate Ellis'is facing a
shock defeat to the Liberals in
her inner-city seat of Adelaide,
internal ALP polling reveals.
Little-known Liberal candi-
date David Colovic leads Ms
Ellis 51 per cent to 48 per cent
on a two-party preferred basis,
according to a Reachtel poll-
Supplicd to The Advertiser.
Voters in the affluent infler-
south are spurring the Libery)
support;: analysts from both
parties say, because many who
did not like former Liberal
leader TonyAbbott are swing-
ing support behind PrimeMin-
ister Malcolm Turnbull.
The Reachtel poll of 364

~~peaple is Labor's most recent

in “wkad, which Ms Ellis
holds with a 4 per cent margin,
and results are understood to
have been handed to the party
early this month.

1t is likely they have been
supplied to The Advertiser in a
bid to rally support for Ms Ellis
in the face of a statewide surge
by the Nick Xenophon Team
and Newspolls showing the
Coalition with an election-
winning lead in key national

" marginal seats.

* Laborneeds to, gain at least
19 seats at the July 2 election to
govern in its own right and an
upset loss in Adelaide would
further.complicate a task it is
already at long odds to achieve.

But the poll shows Ms Ellis,
who won the seat in 2004, has
a high approval rating —71 per
cent of respondents have a
positive opinion of her, 15 per
cent are negative, 9 per cent
unsure and 4 per cent have
never heard of her.

By contrast, 66 per cent had
never heard of Mr Colovic, 1}
per cent had a positive opinion
or were unsure, while 12 per
cent had a negative opinion.

Primary voting intention

with my bank? He wants to go
to war with our miners. Bill
Shorten even wants to go to
war with someone like me,
who just wants to get ahead
through an investment prop-
erty,” he says.

“Well I'll tell you what hap-
pens when you get a war going
on, the economy, people like
me, lose their jobs.”

But the ad was ridiculed and
many social media commen-
tators condemned it, accusing
the Government of hiring an

fateis
 far from great

Nick’s man getting
set to win in Barker

SIMON BENSON

LIBERAL Tony Pasin faces
losing his seat of Barker to
NXT candidate James Sta-
cey, according to an opinion
poll that delivers more evi-

- flence of the -
ty ot Sepator  Nick
FAenophon’s party. =

The Advertiser's Off the
Record column on Saturday
revealed that Barker was a
strong prospect for NXT, fu-

Senator Xenophon's

longstaifttns aign for
the River mm
popular in the Riverland.
With at least two Liberal
lower house seats under
threat, the Reachtel poil
commissioned by  the
CFMEU revealed that Sena-

tor Xenophon's candidate

results and subsequent prefer-
ence allocation were not sup-
plied to The Advertiser, but the
poll also shows low recognition
for Nick Xenophon Team can-
didate Joe Hill, countering 29
per cent primary support
across SA in the latest News-
poll, published yesterday.

Both major,parties are des—
perate to dent support for the
NXT which, in a Newspoll,
gathered 38 per cent first-pref-
erence backing in Mayo, where
Liberal Jamie Briggs is facing
defeat.

In the neighbouring elec-
torate of Boothby, Mitcham
Mayor Glenn Spear is con-
sidering legal acton against
NXT candidate and fellow
councillor Karen Hockley over
comments made on his Face-
book page.

Ms Ellis, who was by Oppo-

actor and questioning every-
thing from his expensive-look-
ing watch, the OH&S breaches
of wearing jewellery and
mocking his cockney-come-
ocker accent — even his blue
ceramic mug was scrutinised.
Tweets poked fun at the ad,
showing everything from the
tradesman photoshopped on a
“world tour” of famous land-
marks, to sitting outside Prime
Minister Malcoim Turnbull’s
Point Piper home alongside
the caption “I just want to buy

was in a winning position to
take the South Australian
seat of Barker held by

\ts seats under threat.
A poll of 869 Barker resi-
dents showed that of people
who said they would not give
first preference 1o either the
Liberal Party or the Xeno;
hon party, 845 per cen
3ould pI:creference the NXT
candidate above the Liberals.
The western Sydney seat
of Lindsay would also likely
be decided ..by Xenophon
preferences. An exclusive
Galaxy poll showed candi-
date Stephen Lynch who is
campaigning against aircraft
noise had seven per cent of
the vote.

sition. Leader Bill Shorten’s
side early in the marathon
campaign, seized on Mr Colov-
ic’s nop-appearance at a de-
bate a fortmight ago to declare
her rival was not up to the job.

“] thirnk it would be a trav-
esty,if someone who appearsto
be in hiding won the seat,” Ms
Ellis told The Advertiser.

“The people of Adelaide de-
serve to be represented by
someone they can trust and
who honestly and genuinely
puts themselves forward.”

Mr Colovic rejected claims
he was in hiding, saying he
wanted to talk to as many peo-
ple as possibie before the elec-
tion in less than a fortnight.

“I'm out and about every
single day talking to the people
of Adelaide about the Turnbull
Liberal team’s plan for jobs and
growth,” he said.

i1 Libs trade in credibility in'attack ad

my first house”. The Govern-
ment issued a statement deny-
ing he was a hired actor.

“We are very pleased that
people are talking about this
ad, which highlights the risks
of Bill Shorten’s war on busi-
ness. The tradie is real, unlike
Mr Shorten’s claims about
Medicare.”

Cne casualty of the furore
was Sydney-based voiceover
artist Andrew MacRae, who
was incorrectly named as hay-
ing acted in the ad.
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EDITORIAL

RUNTER SRR
Please, pollies: fix sectio

'STERDAY was the day the
citizenship saga jumped the shark.
Senator Skye Kakoschke-Moore
announced her discovery that
she was a British citizen - get this - because
her mother was born in Singapore before it
became independent in 1965 and because,
by virtue of her grandfather's birth in the
United Kingdom, her mother had gained
the right to live there when new legislation
was introduced in 1971, British citizenship
was therefore conferred on Ms Kako-
schke-Moore at her birth in 1985.

Get real.

The count is now nine MPs who have
been forced to resign from our federal par-
liament because of dual citizenship, which
in most cases they were unaware they had.

That figure does not include the MPs who
were ruled ineligible for part-owning an

L

electorate office, being bankrupt when a
nomination form was filled in, or accepting
a government job after failing to be elected,
or any of the others under a cloud.

Member for Barker Tony Pasin has
assured us he is no longer an Italian citizen
despite his parents having immigrated from
that country, and we accept his word.

But he must be aware of the level of public
frustration about this issue.

At the last election, Prime Minister Mal-
colm Turnbull promised stable government,
with a focus on things like company tax cuts.

Instead, for six months or more, the only
issues that have cut through to the electorate
are this citizenship fiasco and same-sex
marriage.

The Australian people have had their say
on one of those issues, and it is up to the
legislators to put their decision into practice.

Thursday November 23,2017 THE MURRAY VALLEY STANDARD _ 11

n 44 once and for all

But the other is hanging around like a bad
smell.

Now is the time to tackle it head-on by
holding a referendum to amend section 44
of Australia's constitution.

Forget the audits, self-referrals and
ambushes by amateur genealogists.

In a modern, multicultural, globally
minded nation like ours, it doesn't make
sense that Australians should be disqualified
from political office for having had a parent
born overseas, or working at a university.

It's not the 1890s any more.

Yes, it has been 18 years since we last had
a referendum, and they rarely get up.

But if we as a nation are unable to fix such
an obvious nuisance as section 44, what
hope do we have of surmounting greater
challenges?

Peri Strathearn
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Pyne
Il Mark Kenn

Christopher Pyme has suggestad his.
high profile has unreasonably fuelled
media speculation that his seat of
Sturt will be abolished in a redistri-
bution, but the Defence Industry
Minister has nonetheless hinted that
he would switch seats even if Sturt is
retained but suffers boundary
changes rendering it more marginal.

. The comments raise the prospect .
f a tense internal preselection con-

Mt within the Liberal Party if the
“igrate Mr Pyne (pictured) - a

* = parliamefitary veteran - be-

4 “'d.leng:l a sitting colleague

“ON FOXTELIqLG:‘% X

enda 9 oouve
Bt 130N
u,;o?yne&Madﬁ 1.00 Newsday
1.30 Newsday.

230N
330The fﬂday Show.

5.30 Credtin.
S.SOTheBoh
7.30 Politics HQ-

'l‘:i'

ews §iL LIVE. A30Fust Ed'-uon
m::«mmwm

165 PLEASE OO Peacr!

SMUICH CHRu o
WQ\Q\lC‘LVLK\jjml

And the most likely target for that
switch would be Boothby, held by
fellow Liberal newcomer, and con-
servative MF, Nicolle Flint.

“The fact that I'm probably one of
the most priminent South Australi-
an members of parliament
means you're all salivating at
the prospeet,” he told the
ABC's Insiders program.

“But I'm sure that Labor
and the Nick Xenophon
Team would quite like to
see my seat merged. All the
speculation is all very exciting
but somewhere, in
some seat, will be
the people that [
represent, where

I represented for 24 years and [ in-
tend to continue to represent them
as long as they keep voting for me.”
The leader of the government in

the House of Representatives has
ruled out a joint Labor/Liberal sub-
mission {o the Australian Electoral
Commission to save his seat by
instead abolishing the sole Nick
Xenophon Team-held federal

electorate of Mayo.
' The absorption of Mayo into
the remaining electorates is
emerging as among the more
likely outcomes of the
looming boundary |
charge.

However,
even that is ex-

6.00 First Edition.
8.00 AMAgenda.

9.00 The Morning Shift.

.30 Newsday.
1230 _Pyne & Marles.
1.00 Newsda

3.30 The FrldayShow

5.30 Credlin.

pectEd to have ma}wcatlonsl
just one of which is that Mr'Pyne’s
seat of Sturt could become more
marginal or even unwinnable for the
Liberals,

It is the latest headache for the
beleaguered Turnbull government,
which by virtue of an electoral redis-
tribution of voters and electorates,
will go into the next eléction not
merely trailing in the opinion polls,
but needing to actually pick up seats
Just to stay where it is.

Victoria and the Australian Capit-
al Territory are to get an extra seat
added - expected to be Labor-
leaning electorates based on past
voting patterns - while the central
state’s dwindling population has it

6.30 The Bolt Report. ﬁ

730 Politics HQ.

830 Paul Murray Live. |

930 PMLOvertime.
10.30 NewsNight.
12,30 SkyNews UK LI
4.30 FirstEdition.
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ags switch if boundary change unfavourable

going backwards. The House of Rep-
Tosentatives willl increase in net
terms to 151 seats from 150 although
the governing party will need the
same number of seats - 76 - to hold
an absolute majority.

Experienced hands within South
Australia say the reduction from U
SA seats to 10 means disproportion-
ate trouble for the Liberal Party,
which holds just 4 of 11, and is likely
to come away from the next poll hold-
ing just 3 0f 10 .

While Mayo, held by the rookie

MP Rebekha Sharkie, is regarded i§ -
the easiest seat to redistribute into -

neighbouring  electorates, the

change would prohaBly see all met-

ropolitan boundaries move.
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| Josh Gordon Andrews government fuming ‘and S On web, tablet asking us to trust therm, and since
accusing Mr Turnbull of short- L AL and mobile Prime Minister Turnbull was elec- under the jointly
The Andrews government hasbeen changing Australi’s most bushiire Semaw GO online to check ted in July, ‘trust’ is not a word he  federal scheme, Victoria remains
accused of “childish and pathetic”  prone state. " coveragein your should be using with Victoriaps.” riddled with black spots, creating
tactics after complaining it i5 being Out of 266 new and upgraded mo- area. But federal Regional Cominunica- risks on high fire danger days when
dudded under a federal plan to elim- bile trwers, 32 are in Victotia, about tions Minister Fiona Nash hit back, mobile phones are relied upon to
inate mobile phone black spots. 12 per cent of the fotal, and less than saying the “whingeing” was “child-  issue warnings and keep track of
Prime Minister Malcoim Tarn- half the state’s 25 per cent popula-  after Victorias Black Saturday dis-  ish” and pathelic”. local residents. .
bull yesterday announced a second  tion share. aster claimed 173 lives. In contrast, “Rather than thank the Coalition As it is, Victoria's relationship ks

round. of funding under the flagship
Mobile Black Spots Program, with
$60 million set aside to build and
upgrace 266 mobile towers nation-

wide‘
Buokt ix an escalating stoush, al-
most hal'of tharupgrades requested

by Viltoria bave been rejected by
the Turnbull government as a
ayaste of money” providing little or
no benefit.

The lates! carve-up — targeting

An assessment by Emergency
Management Commissioner Craig
Lapsley handed to the Common-
wealth requested upgrades for
63 areas still suffering from poor
coverage.

The submission was backed by a
May 2016 state budget decision to
set aside $11 million as part of ajoint
pitch with Telstra and Opus to up-
grade the areas of concern.

But the submission appears to

Queensiand will be given funding to
upgrade or build 76 mobile towers,
Waestern Australia 78 and NSW 39.

Victoria’s Innovation Minister
Philip Dalidakis accused a “Sydney-
centric” Mr Turnbull of playing
political games and ignoring Vietori-
an communities identified as prior-

ity areas.

«The federal government refuses
to advise us how these decisions
were made and what data was used,”

for 32 towers it would never have
received under federal Labor, Vie-
torian Labor chooses {o spin new
mobile phone coverage into a negate:
ive” Ms Nash said. “The political
tactic of screaming, ‘Not enough”
instead of saying, ‘Thank you', is
childish and pathetic.”

Ms Nash said the other 31 tower
upgrades pushed by Labor were re-
jected as they were deemed a waste
of taxpayers' rooney, providing little

with the Commonwealth has been
stretched to breaking point.

The Andrews government has
long complained it is being denied a
£air share of infrastructure funding.

The latest stoush also follows 2
row over the first round of black spot

funding, in which Federal Commu-

nications Minister Mitch Fifield re-
fused to change the guidelines i
allow Victoria o use federal cash to
upgrade phone coverage on V/Line

1400 black spots — has left the have fallen flat, aimost eight years Mr Dalidakis said. “They are simply  or zelo benefil in terms of coverage. train lines.
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ment outside school with horses 2 Caltlin's father Darren,

1CaitinF arrest spent every Mo
prother Corey and mother yvonne at her MorphettViI\e funeral3 Always happy 10 race

cake like she used to like doing,”
yvonne says uTo her credit, like she had
her whole life, she kv ckled down and di

u
what it took {0 getwhere shewanted 10 be.
inds there was 1o chance

But Caitlin greeted each day with an chocolate
unwavering smile, thrilled 0 pe spending
gme with her beloved equine friends.

«che'd get uP in the morning, feed her

{
i horses, clean the yards then she'd go 1o In hindsighl
school,” her father Darred Forrest says- Caitlin Forrest was going to fail. Not when
«Thenshe'd gethome m school and we' it came to Dorses- As part of her Year
rse’s back and say, assessment, Caitlin attended the acclaimed
i i . A star pupil, she

*C'mon
{ soon was ridin in "jumpouts" and barrier
Caitlin so0n § the saddle, atoral, displaying the
- with Yvonne accompanying her 1o palance and soft hands that only come wi
gyrokhanas ACTOSS state and alrost alifetime among horses.

; invariably retunﬁngwiﬂlaswagof ribbons “ghe had 2@ tremendous amount of
and a beaming smile. She also enjoyed ability. 1 have no doubt she would have
guccess driving in pony harness races and gone on 1o be 2 successful jockey. Sh

o ampiort showjumper wasn't far off the elite category .. 8l
A career was just inni aca



f
]

supuroan; vMutchelt bPark to an equine
property in Strathalbyn would prove life-
defining. Darren and Yvonne started
working for racehorse trainer John Hyam
at nearby Finniss Lodge, with Darren
taking on the role s stable foreman,

Chitlin wns n {requent visitor to the
training facility from her early teenage
yeurs, lending to the horses and helping out
whenever she could, Soon, she was
strapping horses at the races. She was like a
kid in a candy shop, getting paid to care for
the animals she loved so dearly. Before
long, she was riding trackwork.

Her parents had encouraged an interest
in veterinary work — “I've seen how much
money vets can earn,” Darren says - but, to
Caitlin, the lure of becoming an apprentice
jockey was tantalising. She was a gifted
rider, she knew horses would run for her,
and she loved the thrill of the competition.
And, above all else, it meant she'd fill her
days working with her dear equine friends.

Her parents were hargd taskmasters,
though, insisting Caitlin complete her high-
school studies before taking to the saddie
full-time. “] drummed into her often
enough how hard the game was .. that you
had to work hard and when it came {o race
riding you had to be prepared to waste to
make the weight and not eat the whole

horses - and the horses responded tolher,

There's no doubt in the world she would
have been a dux of our npprentice ncademy
after finishing runner-up last year.”

Champion jockey Glen Boss, who won a
record-breaking three Melbourne Cups on
Makybe Diva, identified the young rider as
a rising star after his first visit to the
apprentice academy.

“I remember driving Glen to the airport
and he said to me, ‘that blonde girl
(referring to Caitliny, she’s the one’. He saw
something special in her,” Forresta} recalls,

Caitlin’s first official race ride, at Port
Augusta on July 21, 2013, was on the Sam
Kavanagh-trained Sophisticated Lass. The
Mare was considered a strong winning
chance — but the harsh unpredictability of
the racing game struck, the horse suffering
a “bleeding” attack before finishing last, It
didn't take long for Caitlin’s tuck to turn,
claiming her first win on the veteran
Ethbaal for trainer Barry Dunn at Roxby
Downs on August 3. Coincidentally,
Ethbaal would later be involved in the fall
that claimed Caitlin’s life.

Trips to the winners circle were a
tommon occurrence from  that day,
including a meeting at Jamestown when
she won three races and finished second
twice from just six rides. She also won the
TAFE SA Provincial and Country
Apprentice of the Year award for the 2013-
14 racing season, Those years among the
horses she loved were paying off. With 5]
winners from 400 rides, Caitlin Forrest’s
star was on the rise.

T WAS just after 4pm on Wednesday,

October 15 last year when Darren

Forrest got a call on his mobile phone
from a good mate while he was in the
driveway cleaning his truck in readiness for
the next morning’s shift.

The occasion was a significant one on
the SA provincial racing calendar, Murray
Bridge Gold Cup day, His daughter Caitlin
didn't have a ride in the Cup but she had

picked up the mount on Colla Voce, a smart »u»

LIBBY Hopwood is glad she can't
remember the race fall at Murray Bridge
last October that left her with bleeding
on the braln, a broken collarbone,
fractured shoulder blade, fractured
veterbrae and punctured lung and killed
her good friend Caitlin Forrest.

Hopwood was riding Barigan Boy,
who was caught in the tangle when
Forrest's horse Colla Voce shattered its
shoulder and fell when leading the field
around the home tum of the 1000m
feature sprint on Murray Bridge Cup day.

“I'm grateful | don't have any memory
of it. Il try to keep it that way,”
Hopwood says.

Though the sport took her dear
friend's life and she suffered such severe
injuries, Hopwood remains determined
to continue her involvement in the racing
game at some level,

She has done some media work and
hopes to expand on those opportunities.
Her prospects of returning to race-riding
remain in limbo after failing a series of
concussion tests, the most recent less
than a month ago,

Under current regulations, Hopwood
is not penmitted to even ride horses at
trackwork  unless she passes gz
concussion test,

Like Forrest, Hopwood has spent her
whole life among horses and loves them
dearly. When times are tough, there's no
better stress relief than spending time
with her equine companions.

“The love of my life is my pony,” she
says. “It's hard to explain to non-horse
people ... it's tough to put into words. I'd
B0 crazy without horses. They've kept
me sane for years.”

Hopwood had no background in the
racing industry, no intentions of
becoming a jockey.

But a chain of events — and an offer of
an apprenticeship with leading South-
East trainer Michael O'leary — proved
life-changing.

“I grew up on a farm and came up
through Pony Club, just like Caitlin,” she
5ays. “| needed money to gotouni...so)
deferred my course for a year and got a
job with Michael O'Leary because horses
were essentially all t knew at that time.

“He offered me an apprenticeship ...
and | thought it was the only industry
where | could be involved with horses
and actually make money instead of
losing it. | grew up breaking in ponies,
Boing out to stations, things like that,

“Growing up, it'd never crossed my
mind (to be a jockey). I'd never been to
the races. | was just this bush Pony Club
kid. | was trying to think of a way to make
a career where | could be with horses —
and | couldn't think of one untif | got
offered that apprenticeship."

Hopwood admits there were times in
the weeks after the fall when her faith in
horse racing wavered,

"Basically the whole time | was in
hospital, | didn't want to get back to
racing ... but when 1 got home and | saw
horses that I'd been working with for
years and they were winning without
me, that was probably the turning point
and | decided | wanted to getbacktoit*
she says,

“You miss that partnership with the
horse. | spent years and years with
horses ... and it's tough to watch them go
through the ranks without you." @
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y isstill coming to terms
d is battling to ride again

“UHERE'S something - special
about a girl and her horse. A
doting girl cares lovingly for her
dearest friend and the animal

| Tesponds with an unbridled

= affection that scems
unfathomable to those without an equine
background, Instead of Justin Bicber and

One Direction pasters, harse-loving Rirls

decorate their bedrooms with Pony Club

ribbons. Ingtead of playing computer
games or watching reality TV, they spend
their spare time Plaiting their pony’s mane,
brushing theiy coats until they glow in the
sun. It's the stuff of fairytales, a unique
bond, equal parts love and respect

Bo_ often ¢ girky gentle touch hyg

is, quite literally, eating from her hand,
In every town across Australia, there are
€xamples of unconditional love between a
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horse and the ttle gifl who fawns

adoringly over her equine companion.

Caitlin Forrest was one of those girls.
She loved horses, dedicated most of her 19
years to them and finally made it her full-
time career, working as an apprentice
jockey. Her life would never have seemed
complete without horses and not a day
passed without her spending time among
them. She loved them - and the horses
loved her back.

But not all love stories have a happy
ending,

“1""HERE was never any doubt Caitlin
ﬁi was going to live a life among horses.
Her grandfather Barry was a
successful harness racing trainer-driver
and son Darren spent time as a harness
driver, trackwork rider, stable foreman and
racecourse manager at Morphettville
before taking on his most recent job as a
driver with Goldners Horse Transport. Her
mother Yvonne Forrest has been an
apprentice jockey, trackwork rider, stable
foreman, racehorse trainer and also works
in the horse ambulance at racetracks
around the state,

Horses were a way of life in the Forrest
household and Caitlin was on a hotses
back before she could walk.

“Even from when she was a baby, she
always wanted to pat the horses. Some little
kids can be scared of horses but not Caitlin.
She loved them,” Yvonne recalls. “She was
one of the youngest I've known to start at
Pony Club. She was four years old when
she first started going. She broke in her first
pony when she was eight, with my help.
We've still got him now - Pookie Bear. She
loved that pony and did absolutely
everything on him.” .

The days of tending to her horses and
schoolwork were long, leaving little time
for anything other than sleep.
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. MOBILCE BLACK SPOTS

' As regular readers would recognise, im-
——prgving telecommunications infrastructure
across Barker is one of my highest priorities.

Upan being elected in 2013 I was looking
forward to seeing the Coalition Govern-
ment’s Mobile Blackspot Programme rolled
out ac¥oss the nation and looked forward to
reaping some of these dividends for regional
South Australia,

How naive I was to think that our State
Government might recognise the unprec-
actually curmmt to investing in the program.

Round one included a $100 million
commitment from the Federal Government.

Federal Government funding included
a commitment from telecommunication
companies of $185 million, and State
Governments contributing in excess of $87
million. Local Government, businesses and
community organisations also contributed
$1.7 million. This co-operative approach to
improving mobile biackspots in regional
eas across the country resulted in a total
99 new or improved mobile phone towers
m a total pool of $385 million. It must be
ipas=d however that of the $87 million from

State Governments, our South Australia
Labor Government contributed nothing.

No surprise then that South Australia re-
ceived the bare minimum number of towers
which included only two in Barker.

Compare this with our neighbours across
the border in Victoria. The Victorian State
Government saw the opportunity that the

e

Edwards équare

Shout NOY 12:30 pm
FRER BBQ,

Round two of the program includes a H
further $60 million of Federal Government 1
funding to be allocated in the same way as |
Round one; final decisions of which sites will |
be funded are based on value for taxpayer’s |
money. The more co-contributions offered o
by third parties (namely State and/or Local [
Governments), the more attractive a site ¥
becomes. The question remains what will £
our State Government’s poultry $2 million |
co-contribution translate into for South J
Australia in Round two? As with many issues
we face outside metropolitan Adelaide, 1 fear |

South Australian Government did not ang* State Government neither understands f
contributed $21 million. i es what their country constituents |

Victoria received 110 new or upgraded
towers. Round two of the program is due to
be finalised very soon.

Despite a long campaign by myself and
my Federal colleague Rowan Ramsey to
lobby the State Government to contribute
a meaningful sum te Round two, the South
Australian State Government has again
failed to grasp this opportunity by putting
forward an insultingly low $2 million.

ggle with. It's sad that improved tele- |
communications in regional South Australia
could only attract $2 million from Premier
Weatherill but an O'Bahn extension shaving |
seven minutes off a bus trip from the sub-
urbs is worth an investment of $160 million. ,l
Member for Barker Tony Pasin, |
Murray Bridge |

,|
EMERGENCY SERVICE HEROES

conmec'r WI'I'I-I o

% EMAIL e

© Send letters to:
== dylan.hog=-"
Iairfaxmg\




On weh, tablét asking us to trust thems, and since - Although pro a4 1if hoing ruade

B
ﬁ Josh Gordom Wt
|\ and mobile Prime Minister I‘umbull'-waﬂ'-'eleg- under the. joi ly'rﬁmf.lud sta.te-

Andrews guvernmant fuming ynd 1
pecusing Mr Turnbull of shorl: 4"‘ f

e X : :
¥ The Andrgigi" governniont hap boon: chunging;_ﬁua;mll?\’n mont bushiips Go online to check ted in July, ‘trust’ is not a word i  foderal scheme EVictoria romains
accused of Mehildish dnd pathetic” prone siate, \ " coverageinyour should be using with Victorians.” riddled with black spots, creating
tactics after complaining it s being Oul 66260 now nnd upgraded mos area. But federal Regional Communica- riska on high fire danger days when
dudded under a foderal plan tdalime  bile cowers; 82 aro in VictorTh, aboub tions Minister Fiona Nash hif back, mobile phones are yelied upon to
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Police grill ex-girlfriend as
2013 traffic stop revealed

ASHLEE MULLANY
ANDREW DOWDELL
SEAN FEWSTER

POLICE found the man ac-
cused of murdering Karie
Pearce-Stevenson  with her
bank card more than four
years after he allegedly killed
her In NSws Belanglo State
Forest = hut were ungble to
conneetihim to her death,
Coulf: documents seen by
The Advertiser révesl police

Questioned a ‘“very ntervous”

Danlel' Holdom ' — ‘whose
“hands were shaky” — while
on pattol in Narara on the
;(I) SI‘SN Céntral Coast in January
_Tlhey found the dead moth-
er's bank card inside the con-
w;ged paedophile's wallet. At
the time, Ms Pearce-Stevenson
was not classified as a missing
person, although her unidenti-
remains had been found

almost three years earlier.
@ revelation came during

- atic day in the investi-

MUM, DAUGHTER TRAGEDY

“just broken down” but they
questioned him further when.
ht became “very nervous and
his hands were shaky”,

When asked for [D, he gave
them a bank card with another
man’s name,

When ‘he eventually pro-
duced (dentificiition fn the
name of Danlel Bishop, palice
discovered that he st hyg
putatanding - warrants . from
2008 and placed him under ar-
rest. The carwas foundto be
stolen, -« -

After finding an ice pipe,
police opened his wallet and
foundthe bank card belonging
to'Ms Pearce-Stevenson,

She had been reported
missing in Septembgr 2009,
but'the report was withdrawn
days later,

Police believe her family
was tricked into believing she

and Khandalyce were alive at-—

the time by a woman imper-

sonating Ms Pearce-Stevenson

on the phone,
“(Holdom)_advised , police
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gation yesterday.

Major Crime _ detectives
questioned Holdom's wheel-
chair-bound former  partner
kazul Passmorg for more thay
four houry ot their clty head-
quurtery yesterday:

Ms Passmore has been. in-

terviewed several*times in the

past week over suspicions she
could be cne of three peaple
who stole Ms Pearce-Steven-
son's identity and used her
bank details and phonc,for sev:
vral'yeurs lifter her death.

She left Major Crime’s offi-
ces ot 5pm  without being
charged and later arrived at
her Davoren Park home with
her current partner,

Holdom, 41, is charged with
killing the young mother,

whose bones were discovered:

in the Belango State Forestiin
2010. EXT
The Advertiser can alsq re-
veal that Holdam, who is an in-
matein'a NSW Jail, last month
_-became eligible for release on

for sexual intercourse with a
child under 10.

He has not been charged:

over the death of Ms Pearce-
Stevenson's two-year-old
daughter Khandalyce, whose
remaing were found inside a
sultcase near#Wynarka in the
Malleeregion'in July.
- The court documents seen
by The Advertiser revealed
~+Holdom was stopped on the
side of a road in Narara on
January 31, 2013,
Rroperty was piled “head
high" in the vehicle,
Holdom told police he.was

parole after serving twosyeani:

DEFENCE: Barrister Bill
Boucaut, SC.

that she was an ex-girlfriend.
Police allege that the accused
was, using;this keycard as an-
othenform of identification.
“Thé keycard is expired and

‘the bank has since changed

names,” court documents read.

“The owner resides in an-
other state, and so police de-
stroyed the card.”

Holdom was iployed
at the time and told pulice he
had moved to the Central
Coastafew days earlier. |

He spent a‘few nights:at.a
motel to gain an address for
Centrellnk benefits, e

Holdom has alsob
for theft and fraud offences.

He escaped with a good-
behaviour: bond over a crash
nearIndulkana, in South Aus-
fralia’s Far North, in Septem-

ber 2008 that left Ms
Passmore crippled and killed
two of her children.

Holdom, who committed
the sexual abuse in NSW, was
jailed by the District Court in
2013 for four years and thiee

Ms Passmote was involved Ina car
rafjover about 55km northof |
Mrla, SA, in September 2008,
Two of her children — Willow,
9, and Ryari; 6 — dierd-irpthg crash
" and shie was Iéft a paraplegic.Her
youngest child survived.

Holgom»and Ms Pearce-
Stevenson begarya relationship
while Ms Passmore was
recovering from her injuries.

- Ms Passimore has this week
been questioned over suspleions
sha stole Ms Pearce:Stevenson's

" Ms Passmaré's partner atthe _.5-'1&a1tlg}r'af,ter{-.‘e"r.'deaﬂ1. A

time, Danlel Holdom, was behind’
the wheel and under &mmnm
of drugs when the car rided,

Ms Passmore was kfiown to
Karlie Pearce-Stevenson throtgh.

‘Mr Holdom.

months, with a two-year non
parole period.

He also has convictions for
theft, breaking and entering
properties and fraud in NSW, |
andiwas jailed for two years
wi eight-month non-par-
ole period; also in 2013.

It is understood Ms Pass-
more was recovering in hospi-
tal from the crash that killed
her children when Holdom
started a relationship.with Ms
Pearce-Stevenson. —

Holdom allegedly mur-
dered the 20-year old exactly

. three months after the fatal
jailed”

crash ‘and prosecutors  allege
his mobile phone was tracked

‘ito Belanglo Korest on Blecem-

ber 14 and 5, 2008.

Detectives  have revealed
they believe Khandalyce was
murdered some time later ata

.different lgcation, and  still

wanttto speak to a well-dressed
elderly man seen walking with
a suitcase near Wynarka.in the
months before the discovery of
the toddler’s remains.

" Palipa hava stated a woman in
| wheelchainwas invelied in
obtalning furtls:by”
Impersonating-Ms Pearce-
Stevenson ata Salisbury
Centrelink;

. 1

It also emerged yesterday
that in January 2011'an Austra-
lian Business Number became
active that had "Karlie Jade
Stevenson” as its entity name.

Registered as a sole trader,

- its main business location was

Evanston, 50km northeast of
Adelaide.

According to records, the
ABN was cancelled on Sep-
tember 30 this year — just-one
week before CrimeStoppers

_ was tipped off about the possi-
bility.of Khandalyce being the

girl inthe suitcase.

Mz Passmgre, 33, yesterday
arrived . at tHe Wakefield .
police station just befo¥e' Ipm!
with her small child on her lap
and accompanied by her new
partner.

He told the waiting media
to .. off".

Ms Passmore is being repre-
sented by barrister Bill Bou-

caut, SC, She refused to speak
to-media-gutside the police sta-

tion or at her Davoren Park
home yesterday.

— ke —

FOLLOW THE LATEST
DEVELOPMENTS IN
THE SHOCKING CASE
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- Fears tha.

there may
be other
victims

MARK MORR!

MOTHER Karlie Pearce-
Stevenson and her daughter
Khandalyce may not be the
only victims of their killer,
police believe.

Given their extremely viol-
ent deaths, senior officers
could not discount the possi-
bility the killer had struck be-
fore, even though they are yet
to link them to any other kili-

Stevenson before she vanished |
about 2008. Her bones were |
found in the Belanglo State |
Forest two years later, while
Khandalyce’s remaing were
found in a suitcase by the side
of a South Australian highway
in July.

“His movements and those
of Karlie will be gne part the
investigation,”  the police |
Source said. “But he is by no
means the only person being

ings. spoken to and there are other

“Its a — —— targets |
concern we bein gl
will look at, looked at.”
but at the The sus- |
moment ajl pect was
our focus is jailed in
on the two % 2013, after
victims and Karlie’s
finding out l.l: body  had
how and = == been found
why  they VICTIMS: Khandalyce Pearce and and, police
died,” one Karlie Jade Pearce-Stevenson, believe, after
NSW officer her daughter
said. had also been murdered,

Another officer said it was
possible the young mum and
daughter were the victims of a
serial killer,

tred N€Te is no escaping the

g i
could pe the W’(‘%li(n%rtgmst:n?f

iller includin i
: 2 the dumpm
of th i " he
24 e body in Belanglo, he

& "l e two 1,

Police took the man from
his minimum security prison
cell and questioned him at
length last Wednesday.

He has since been placed in
the maximum security wing of

apart, police are yat tq deter-

Mine the Sequence of o

A Vi
before €ither deytp, and sa;? t:
would only pe :

e
say Whp died first Sswork o

15 thought that
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ped in Belangl a
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THE STATE

KHANDALYCE Pearce never made it
to her first day of kindergarten. But if she
had, she might have made it to safety.

This week, we finally learned the
identity of the little girl whose remains
were found on 2 lonely road in country
South Australia. She was aged just two
when she was so shockingly murdered,

Child protection experts say this is
one of the most vulnerable stages in a
child’s life — the years between going
home from the hospital and entering
school. If they aren’t enrolled in child-
care or preschool, they can remain off
the radar of any institution which could
potentialiy notice something is wrong
and intervene.

Police told us that Khandalyce had
her I18-inonth immunisations but disap-
peared from the system after that. She
and her mother Karlie — who was also
murdered and buried in the Belanglo
state forest NSW — were from Alice
Springs but appeared to live an itiner-
ant lifestyle. The burning question
sinee the toddler’s bones were found in
4 suitcase on a roadside near Wynarka
has been: “How could she go missing
and no one raise the alarm?”, We now

know that her family filed a missing
persons report but it was later with-
drawn. It comes at a time when our
community is grappling with how best
to protect our youngsters, The case also
highlights many of the failings of our
system, but mostly it reveals the need
for a more consistent, national ap-
proach to child protection.

For example, the investigation into
the death of Khandalyce and her moth-
€r spans two states and two territories
where they lived or passed through,
Here in SA, our child protection system
is overburdened and not coping with
the hundreds of concerns reported
daily about potential abuse or neglect.

But figures revealed in The Advertiser
this week showed that half of the reports
to Families SA's Child Abuse Report
Line are about minor or unnecessary
concems. So it appears we live in a so-
ciety where there is such heightened
awareness about child welfare issues
that some people are willing to endure a
long wait on the phone to alert authori-
ties about the sun safety of a child,

But Khandalyce's case shows we
also live in a society where a two-year-
old can go missing, and be killed, with-
out the alarm being raised. She is one of
many children to slip through the
cracks. It took about a week for the par-
ents of baby Ebony — who diedin 2011,
aged four months — to tell Families SA
that she was dead. The mother of Chloe
Valentine, who died in 2012, aged four,

and her then partner waited hours to
call an ambulance for the little girl.

The boy was reportedly never
immunised or enrolled in school or kin-
dergarten. Children born in homebirths
can also fly under the radar of institu-
tions which would otherwise keep an
eye on them. The abandonment of a
number of babies in NSW prompted
the Government there to make
changesto better track young children.

The NSW births registry uses tech-
nology to find parents who have not
registered their babies within 60 days,
Ifit cannot contact the parents, the reg-
istry calls in child protection workers,

Ideas like this are being implemented
in an ad hoc way across the country, but
we should be putting more thought into
which initiatives are working best and
how we can roll them out nationally.
Our state government is, piece by piece,
making changes to close the gaps
through which children can disappear.

Recently, Premier Jay Weatherill
suggested children as young as three
should attend preschool so they wouid
be on the government’s radar earlier in
life. Mr Weatherill laments that Gov-
ernment agencies provide some early
adyvice for parents but “basically disap-
pear until (children reach) the age of
four”, He has a lead role in developing
proposals for a national restructure of
early childhood education before the
next Council of Australian Govern-
ments meeting. The SA Government is

L | |

—

also considering developing a central
database of the health, education and
welfare information it holds on chiid-
ren. This is done in 'Tasmania and is a
model which could be teplicated.

It would be most helpful if each state
kept comparable information. Another
of Mr Weatherill’s proposals could help
with this. He wants the states to have
responsibility for a chiid's education
and wellbeing from birth to 18, rather
than swapping between state and fed-
eral authorities as children move
through levels of education and care.

There is another model, already
working weil in SA, which is a good
candidate for national expansion, The
Multi-Agency  Protection  Service
brings together police, health, edu-
cation, weifare and housing authorities
to monitor high-risk domestic violence
cases. Better information collection and
sharing is a must if we are 1o improve
protection of children — but develop-
ing the mechanisms to enabie it is com-
plex and takes time and money.

It's a big investment that will have to
be made in the knowledge that it will
take years to see results. There will also
be concerns 4bout how far authorities
should go. But we cannot argue with
the eviderice that shows current safe-
guards are not enough.

We must bring the best of our efforts
together, as quickly as possible, to tack-
le this problem and give our children
the best chance at any stage of life.
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| MOBILE SEHVICE IS NEAR Wynarka resident ?tl\mnne Mann has expertenced the lack of y
| mobile seivice for 35 years of living in the town| Photo: kmmahe Balnaves-Gale. 1 "

Mobile service for Wynarka

RESIDENTS of Wynarka important connectivity for “Generally people always 1

have been in the dark with residents, and will be par- try to contact you by your

mobile phone coverage but ticularly useful for farmers mobile even when you let
| that's about to change. who are often isolated when them know the landline is
| On December 1, Mem- working; he said. preferred method of contact,
| ber for Barker Tony Pasin Wynarka resident Melony so it can be days till you get

announced that Wynarka Baumgurtel said the current you messages Once you are
i will be one of five towns to service is very frustrating. - in a service area.”

receive upgraded or new “We really are not that far - Ms Baumgurtel said thelr
' towers in round two of the from major regional centres pockets get hit by 1nsanely
Coalition’s Mobile Black and to have such appalling expensive . wireless broad-

LY

i
Spots Program. service is very disappoint- band plans for small data 1

Mr Pasin said thatin round  ing,” she said, allowances and pdymg orag | J
two, about 6500 homes and = Itis expensive as residents extra adrjal.

businesses across 17,500 have to have a landlme due - "Better coverage could 1 |
square kilometres will re- to such terrible service and actually mean more service
ceive upgraded coverage. = they can't get to use their providers so we could choose
“Mobile coverage in mobile phone plans to their a better more competitive|
these regions will provide full capacity. i~ plan,” she said.
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MIGELHUNT

THE 1267th person to ring the
Crime Stoppers th
information on the grim Wyn-
arka sultcase mystery provided
the breakthrough

On Thursday, October B,
that person rang and told
police they had not seen Karlie
Jade Pearce-Stevenson or her
young daughter, Khandalyce
Kiara Pearce, for some time -

That person knew the pair

hotline calls since July 14 —
'when Khandalyce's tiny siel-



an effort'tg ascerain 1rshe.was

Craclally, the gut Khapdile  Detective jnspactorios Hray talky Wynaria
I yee's medical records from the ~ where a manﬁ“ﬁilﬁi*&ﬁﬁ%%e‘ﬁa‘&?o%ﬁ vl 1’“ g

"Northern Territory which
| showed she had been immun-
Gsed when she was 18 months

pretty, pink dres3. That same
dress was found in the suitcase

— which also yielded the -

1 Was travelling around
South Australia with her
| mumin2008
@ Aged 2V; -4 years al time
of her violent death |
! m Caucasian with fair halr,
ABcmlong

WHAT POLICE KNO

mWas 90-95cmtall’

@' Her remalns were found
inside a grey Lanza fiiltcase
dumped by the side of the
road at Wynarka in July 2015
m Khandalyce was Killed at

another Jocation some time

=R gt e iy o

after ate2008
® items.of gitl's clothing

'BD“I KHANDALYCE! |

., found scattered aroundithe

suftease Included ablack . 1
tutu, Dofathe&Xplorer shiet
and a pink'bootie withan © =
embr;ﬁqered\butterﬂy Ol:liij i

cie Whandalyce's
W{toft); a flors
tholaw) i

i€ andaiyoe's ronaas (g leaft)

old. But that was it.

Since then, her file wos Uter-
uily blankChere wus no récord
of her atténding childcare or
school anywhere.in Australia.
Tt was just the chg thatde-
fves hug) been looking for in
their threesmonth guest to
identify thi mirdered girl,

And once they hnd ldent-
ified her, DNA testing quickly

- solved a sgcond mystery, that

Lt

-of the bopes of & woman found

in the lj,elanglo State Forest in
NSW in2010. : .

The bones were Karlie’s.

Detective  Superintendent
Des Bray, in charge of the case,
said that initial call sparked
many, many hours of search-
ing by detectives to build on
the information provided.

“Tt was a start, a good start,
The caller’s information” was
pretty specific,” hesaid. =

He said a second important
call to Crime Stoppers — num-
ber 1271 — a short time after
the initial one provided more
vital information. It came from
an associate of the first caller.

As a result of those calls, a
detective managed to locatean
associate of Karlie’s i Adel-
aide. By chance, that person
had had contact with Karlie
and ‘Khandalyce at Marion
shopping centre in November,
2008, shortly after she left
Alice Springs.

Crucially, - photographs of
Khandalyce were taken when
they met. They were gold for
the investigation, because in
the phyfos she was wearing a

‘Khandalyce's

with her remains,

Police wgre aldo glveny
photographs of KhandalycGlin
a stroller. In the strofleriwas
the distingtlve homemade quilt
also found in'the suitcase.

‘“Wheh we saw tha photo-
graphs of the little girl in the
stroller we thought it was the
dress,” Det Supt Bray said.

“Then the quilt was in an-
other photo. We then thought
It was her.”

Just as police suspected, the
quilt was made by someone
who loved the little girl —
grandmother,
who sadly passed away after
the pair left Alice Springs in
late 2008.

Det Supt Bray said the fam-
ily circumstances proved
police theories were correct.

“We knew from the start
that quilt was made by some-
one who loved her and who
gave it to her. Had she still
been alive I am sure she would
have rung up and said, ‘That is
definitely my quilt'.”

While they had the photo-
graphic  evidence  linking
Khandalyce to the quilt and
dress in the suitcase, and were
confident they had finally
identified the skeletal remains,
confirmation came when a
blood sample from her medical
records was analysed at theSA
Forensic Science Centre.

It matched the partial DNA
profile that had been extracted
from the bones. Blood samples
from her mother were als0
used to develop a DNA profile

breakthrough in the Bolanglo
SintCiPoreat quee ndur Inves
tigntionby tha!NBW homitide
¢ deund glnco lite 2000,
Dot Supt Bray.suid that due

vilopment,was significant and

néttotally doexpected.

“We have been working
with NSW police since day one
on this and once we {dentifled
the child, we thought it was a
good chance with their re-
mains,” he said “We con-
firmed it quite quickly.”

The location ofKarlie'y ris
mains were, detectives suspect;
aimed at focusing their atten: -
tion there. :

“We suspect’ Belanglo s
something to throw us offy
track,” he sald, Hoadded that It
was a diy of "great sadness” fdr
relatives of the pair.,

It is highly likely both Kar-
lie and Khandalyce were killed
within a small time frame

Detectives know the child's.
remains were stored some-
where for a congiderable time,
Just why they were eventually
shifted and then dumped in the
Murray Mallee remains & mys-
tery.

While the identifications
are a breakthrough, they mark
the start of the real investiga- -
tion. Whoever killed both In a
brutal manner and callously
dumped the bodies is at large.

Just as public assistanice was
crucial in identifying mother
and daughter, it islikely tobea. |
significant factor in identifying
the monster, or monsters,
responsible for their deaths.
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