rederal slestions

The Australian Constitution sets out some of the
rules governing federal elections, but most are
contained in the Cormmonwealth Electoral Act 1918
and can be changed by the federal Parliament.

When are elections held?

A federal election must be held at least once every three years. The Australian
Constitution sets the maximum term of the House of Representatives at

three years, but the Prime Minister can request an election earlier. Elections
are usually held for half of the Senate at the same time as House of
Representatives elections, however, they can be held separately.
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By-elections

If a member of the House of
Representatives resigns, dies or
is disqualified by the High Court
of Australia, their electorate votes
to elect a new member. This is
called a by-election.




